Part 2 of a 3 part series
Feb. 3, 2013
1. Jesus, the center of our faith
2. COMMUNITY, THE CENTER OF OUR LIFE, Pastor Florence
3. Reconciliation, the center of our work
STORIES OF A HEALING COMMUNITY
Last week Weldon preached about how Jesus
lived out a radical new vision of community.
It was a dream God had from the beginning,
a dream that got lost and that Jesus came to make possible once again.
This Jesus, who lived, died and rose again
to restore our relationship with God and with each other,
is the center of our faith.
We believe that being made right with God, salvation, is essential to wholeness.
But where the rubber hits the road,
where the vision is lived out and experienced, is in community.
Jesus taught that God’s forgiveness is not an abstract idea,
it becomes a reality as a person is restored into relationship.
Illness such as leprosy and blindness were not only cured,
but the social stigma of them was taken away
as people were restored into community.
What we would call mental illness today was not only healed,
but people were restored into community.
Social outcasts became part of Jesus’ circle of friends
and were restored into community.
Because we are physical and relational beings,
we need to experience forgiveness in physical, relational ways.
If forgiveness and new life is to become more than
just a set of beliefs we recite on Sunday mornings,
we need to experience it lived out in
in very real and concrete ways.
I could have given you theory this morning.
Instead, I want to tell a series of stories about how
the Church, the Body of Christ,
became a forgiving, healing community.
A woman in her forties is left by her husband.
She has three children—the oldest two sons are in college.
and he files for divorce.
After everything has been settled, the church has a service of healing for the family.
They invite family and friends,

and the college-age sons come home for the event.
The family of faith mourns together,
they look to God for strength to go on
and for healing of the wounds they all suffer.
A young man and woman are engaged to be married.
But during per-marital counseling it is found that a big issue in their relationship
is her addiction to cigarettes.
He is concerned about her long-term health.
She is concerned about how it might affect their future children.
But she has tried to stop and has been unable.
So a couple from church invites her into their home
to love and support her while she struggles to overcome her addiction.
Today they are married with children and active members of the church.
A young married man with two children is falsely accused of stealing on the job.
The church offers financial support until the company can have a trial.
At that time he is cleared and given back-pay
for the entre time he was laid off of work.
A Mennonite man kills his wife in a shooting.
He maintains it was accidental, but the court ruled otherwise.
While he is in prison he is visited by Mennonites from another church.
They accept him into their church when he is released
and some years later marries one of their members.
He continues as a faithful member and husband for over 30 years.
A disabled girl begins attending a children’s club at a local Mennonite Church.
As a teenager she is baptized and becomes a member of the church.
When she is repeatedly hospitalized for depression
church members visit and support her.
When her mother is near death, arrangements are made
for the church to become her legal guardian.
A church decides to sponsor a refugee family from El Salvador
while they await papers to immigrate to Canada.
A family with three small children opens their home.
Other families support them by giving them one evening a week off
and providing meals at other times.
Today they have found a permanent home in Canada.
A young girl shares that she is unmarried and pregnant.
The church surrounds her with love, prayer, and maternity clothes.
They continue to support her as she gives up her baby for adoption.

Today she is married with several children
and is an active member of the congregation.
A tornado rips through a family farm.
Church members gather to clean up the debris.
New sheds are built and the farmstead is restored.
A couple is deciding whether or not to adopt a second child.
Their small group gathers to help them to
come to clearness about whether or not this is God’s call for them.
They decide that it is not.
The church discerns the gifts of a young couple for ministry,
and supports them during a time of training
so he can come back to pastor the congregation.
A woman who has grown up in an orphanage becomes a church member.
At some point in her life she makes contact with her birth family.
However, they never really accept her.
When the birth-mother dies, it is not prudent
for the orphaned woman to attend her mother’s funeral.
The church family plans a memorial service for the mother
even though they have never met her.
The purpose is to grieve with their friend as she says a final good-bye
to the mother she yearned to have
and could only know from a distance.
I will pause for you to think of stories that come to your mind.
We will not share them now, but you might share them on the way home. . . .
These are stories of churches that became communities of healing and hope.
Hurting people were surrounded with love and support.
Disenfranchised people were welcomed and loved and accepted.
People were rescued from the grip of destructive lifestyles.
Others were given a chance to start over.
The church became a sounding board for important life decisions.
In all these cases, the congregation became a holding vessel for hope
that gave time and space for individuals to heal and find new direction.
Salvation for the people in these stories was not an empty word.
It became a living reality for them.
You could probably tell stories where the church failed to
be a forgiving, healing community.

You can probably tell even more stories about
how people cut themselves off from the forgiveness that could have been offered,
because they were fearful of judgment and retaliation.
Our challenge is to open ourselves up to one another—
both as persons in need of forgiveness
and as persons who can offer forgiveness and hope.
As you probably have figured out from the stories,
it was often a small group of people who became the face of the congregation.
Sometimes it was a small group to which a person already belonged.
Sometimes it was a small group or committee in the congregation
charged with such a mission.
Sometimes it was a group that formed for the sole purpose
of supporting a person with a special need.
To become the living, acting Body of Christ,
is the mission of Faith Church.
Not just by giving our time and money,
our hands and our skills,
but by offering our COMMUNITY
as a vessel for healing and hope.
May we at Faith Church become
a community of grace, joy and peace
to that God’s hope can flow through us
to offer forgiveness and healing to one another.
Next week Weldon will help us think about
how we allow this healing community
to spill out into the world around us.
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Part 2 of a 3 part series
Feb. 3, 2013
1. Jesus, the center of our faith
2. COMMUNITY, THE CENTER OF OUR LIFE, Pastor Florence
3. Reconciliation, the center of our work
STORIES OF A HEALING COMMUNITY
Last week Weldon preached about how Jesus
lived out a radical new vision of community.
It was a dream God had from the beginning,
a dream that got lost and that Jesus came to make possible once again.
This Jesus, who lived, died and rose again
to restore our relationship with God and with each other,
is the center of our faith.
We believe that being made right with God, salvation, is essential to wholeness.
But where the rubber hits the road,
where the vision is lived out and experienced, is in community.
Jesus taught that God’s forgiveness is not an abstract idea,
it becomes a reality as a person is restored into relationship.
Illness such as leprosy and blindness were not only cured,
but the social stigma of them was taken away
as people were restored into community.
What we would call mental illness today was not only healed,
but people were restored into community.
Social outcasts became part of Jesus’ circle of friends
and were restored into community.
Because we are physical and relational beings,
we need to experience forgiveness in physical, relational ways.
If forgiveness and new life is to become more than
just a set of beliefs we recite on Sunday mornings,
we need to experience it lived out in
in very real and concrete ways.
I could have given you theory this morning.
Instead, I want to tell a series of stories about how
the Church, the Body of Christ,
became a forgiving, healing community.
A woman in her forties is left by her husband.
She has three children—the oldest two sons are in college.
and he files for divorce.
After everything has been settled, the church has a service of healing for the family.
They invite family and friends,

and the college-age sons come home for the event.
The family of faith mourns together,
they look to God for strength to go on
and for healing of the wounds they all suffer.
A young man and woman are engaged to be married.
But during per-marital counseling it is found that a big issue in their relationship
is her addiction to cigarettes.
He is concerned about her long-term health.
She is concerned about how it might affect their future children.
But she has tried to stop and has been unable.
So a couple from church invites her into their home
to love and support her while she struggles to overcome her addiction.
Today they are married with children and active members of the church.
A young married man with two children is falsely accused of stealing on the job.
The church offers financial support until the company can have a trial.
At that time he is cleared and given back-pay
for the entre time he was laid off of work.
A Mennonite man kills his wife in a shooting.
He maintains it was accidental, but the court ruled otherwise.
While he is in prison he is visited by Mennonites from another church.
They accept him into their church when he is released
and some years later marries one of their members.
He continues as a faithful member and husband for over 30 years.
A disabled girl begins attending a children’s club at a local Mennonite Church.
As a teenager she is baptized and becomes a member of the church.
When she is repeatedly hospitalized for depression
church members visit and support her.
When her mother is near death, arrangements are made
for the church to become her legal guardian.
A church decides to sponsor a refugee family from El Salvador
while they await papers to immigrate to Canada.
A family with three small children opens their home.
Other families support them by giving them one evening a week off
and providing meals at other times.
Today they have found a permanent home in Canada.
A young girl shares that she is unmarried and pregnant.
The church surrounds her with love, prayer, and maternity clothes.
They continue to support her as she gives up her baby for adoption.

Today she is married with several children
and is an active member of the congregation.
A tornado rips through a family farm.
Church members gather to clean up the debris.
New sheds are built and the farmstead is restored.
A couple is deciding whether or not to adopt a second child.
Their small group gathers to help them to
come to clearness about whether or not this is God’s call for them.
They decide that it is not.
The church discerns the gifts of a young couple for ministry,
and supports them during a time of training
so he can come back to pastor the congregation.
A woman who has grown up in an orphanage becomes a church member.
At some point in her life she makes contact with her birth family.
However, they never really accept her.
When the birth-mother dies, it is not prudent
for the orphaned woman to attend her mother’s funeral.
The church family plans a memorial service for the mother
even though they have never met her.
The purpose is to grieve with their friend as she says a final good-bye
to the mother she yearned to have
and could only know from a distance.
I will pause for you to think of stories that come to your mind.
We will not share them now, but you might share them on the way home. . . .
These are stories of churches that became communities of healing and hope.
Hurting people were surrounded with love and support.
Disenfranchised people were welcomed and loved and accepted.
People were rescued from the grip of destructive lifestyles.
Others were given a chance to start over.
The church became a sounding board for important life decisions.
In all these cases, the congregation became a holding vessel for hope
that gave time and space for individuals to heal and find new direction.
Salvation for the people in these stories was not an empty word.
It became a living reality for them.
You could probably tell stories where the church failed to
be a forgiving, healing community.

You can probably tell even more stories about
how people cut themselves off from the forgiveness that could have been offered,
because they were fearful of judgment and retaliation.
Our challenge is to open ourselves up to one another—
both as persons in need of forgiveness
and as persons who can offer forgiveness and hope.
As you probably have figured out from the stories,
it was often a small group of people who became the face of the congregation.
Sometimes it was a small group to which a person already belonged.
Sometimes it was a small group or committee in the congregation
charged with such a mission.
Sometimes it was a group that formed for the sole purpose
of supporting a person with a special need.
To become the living, acting Body of Christ,
is the mission of Faith Church.
Not just by giving our time and money,
our hands and our skills,
but by offering our COMMUNITY
as a vessel for healing and hope.
May we at Faith Church become
a community of grace, joy and peace
to that God’s hope can flow through us
to offer forgiveness and healing to one another.
Next week Weldon will help us think about
how we allow this healing community
to spill out into the world around us.

Let us pray:

Part 2 of a 3 part series
Feb. 3, 2013
1. Jesus, the center of our faith
2. COMMUNITY, THE CENTER OF OUR LIFE, Pastor Florence
3. Reconciliation, the center of our work
STORIES OF A HEALING COMMUNITY
Last week Weldon preached about how Jesus
lived out a radical new vision of community.
It was a dream God had from the beginning,
a dream that got lost and that Jesus came to make possible once again.
This Jesus, who lived, died and rose again
to restore our relationship with God and with each other,
is the center of our faith.
We believe that being made right with God, salvation, is essential to wholeness.
But where the rubber hits the road,
where the vision is lived out and experienced, is in community.
Jesus taught that God’s forgiveness is not an abstract idea,
it becomes a reality as a person is restored into relationship.
Illness such as leprosy and blindness were not only cured,
but the social stigma of them was taken away
as people were restored into community.
What we would call mental illness today was not only healed,
but people were restored into community.
Social outcasts became part of Jesus’ circle of friends
and were restored into community.
Because we are physical and relational beings,
we need to experience forgiveness in physical, relational ways.
If forgiveness and new life is to become more than
just a set of beliefs we recite on Sunday mornings,
we need to experience it lived out in
in very real and concrete ways.
I could have given you theory this morning.
Instead, I want to tell a series of stories about how
the Church, the Body of Christ,
became a forgiving, healing community.
A woman in her forties is left by her husband.
She has three children—the oldest two sons are in college.
and he files for divorce.
After everything has been settled, the church has a service of healing for the family.
They invite family and friends,

and the college-age sons come home for the event.
The family of faith mourns together,
they look to God for strength to go on
and for healing of the wounds they all suffer.
A young man and woman are engaged to be married.
But during per-marital counseling it is found that a big issue in their relationship
is her addiction to cigarettes.
He is concerned about her long-term health.
She is concerned about how it might affect their future children.
But she has tried to stop and has been unable.
So a couple from church invites her into their home
to love and support her while she struggles to overcome her addiction.
Today they are married with children and active members of the church.
A young married man with two children is falsely accused of stealing on the job.
The church offers financial support until the company can have a trial.
At that time he is cleared and given back-pay
for the entre time he was laid off of work.
A Mennonite man kills his wife in a shooting.
He maintains it was accidental, but the court ruled otherwise.
While he is in prison he is visited by Mennonites from another church.
They accept him into their church when he is released
and some years later marries one of their members.
He continues as a faithful member and husband for over 30 years.
A disabled girl begins attending a children’s club at a local Mennonite Church.
As a teenager she is baptized and becomes a member of the church.
When she is repeatedly hospitalized for depression
church members visit and support her.
When her mother is near death, arrangements are made
for the church to become her legal guardian.
A church decides to sponsor a refugee family from El Salvador
while they await papers to immigrate to Canada.
A family with three small children opens their home.
Other families support them by giving them one evening a week off
and providing meals at other times.
Today they have found a permanent home in Canada.
A young girl shares that she is unmarried and pregnant.
The church surrounds her with love, prayer, and maternity clothes.
They continue to support her as she gives up her baby for adoption.

Today she is married with several children
and is an active member of the congregation.
A tornado rips through a family farm.
Church members gather to clean up the debris.
New sheds are built and the farmstead is restored.
A couple is deciding whether or not to adopt a second child.
Their small group gathers to help them to
come to clearness about whether or not this is God’s call for them.
They decide that it is not.
The church discerns the gifts of a young couple for ministry,
and supports them during a time of training
so he can come back to pastor the congregation.
A woman who has grown up in an orphanage becomes a church member.
At some point in her life she makes contact with her birth family.
However, they never really accept her.
When the birth-mother dies, it is not prudent
for the orphaned woman to attend her mother’s funeral.
The church family plans a memorial service for the mother
even though they have never met her.
The purpose is to grieve with their friend as she says a final good-bye
to the mother she yearned to have
and could only know from a distance.
I will pause for you to think of stories that come to your mind.
We will not share them now, but you might share them on the way home. . . .
These are stories of churches that became communities of healing and hope.
Hurting people were surrounded with love and support.
Disenfranchised people were welcomed and loved and accepted.
People were rescued from the grip of destructive lifestyles.
Others were given a chance to start over.
The church became a sounding board for important life decisions.
In all these cases, the congregation became a holding vessel for hope
that gave time and space for individuals to heal and find new direction.
Salvation for the people in these stories was not an empty word.
It became a living reality for them.
You could probably tell stories where the church failed to
be a forgiving, healing community.

You can probably tell even more stories about
how people cut themselves off from the forgiveness that could have been offered,
because they were fearful of judgment and retaliation.
Our challenge is to open ourselves up to one another—
both as persons in need of forgiveness
and as persons who can offer forgiveness and hope.
As you probably have figured out from the stories,
it was often a small group of people who became the face of the congregation.
Sometimes it was a small group to which a person already belonged.
Sometimes it was a small group or committee in the congregation
charged with such a mission.
Sometimes it was a group that formed for the sole purpose
of supporting a person with a special need.
To become the living, acting Body of Christ,
is the mission of Faith Church.
Not just by giving our time and money,
our hands and our skills,
but by offering our COMMUNITY
as a vessel for healing and hope.
May we at Faith Church become
a community of grace, joy and peace
to that God’s hope can flow through us
to offer forgiveness and healing to one another.
Next week Weldon will help us think about
how we allow this healing community
to spill out into the world around us.

Let us pray:

Part 2 of a 3 part series
Feb. 3, 2013
1. Jesus, the center of our faith
2. COMMUNITY, THE CENTER OF OUR LIFE, Pastor Florence
3. Reconciliation, the center of our work
STORIES OF A HEALING COMMUNITY
Last week Weldon preached about how Jesus
lived out a radical new vision of community.
It was a dream God had from the beginning,
a dream that got lost and that Jesus came to make possible once again.
This Jesus, who lived, died and rose again
to restore our relationship with God and with each other,
is the center of our faith.
We believe that being made right with God, salvation, is essential to wholeness.
But where the rubber hits the road,
where the vision is lived out and experienced, is in community.
Jesus taught that God’s forgiveness is not an abstract idea,
it becomes a reality as a person is restored into relationship.
Illness such as leprosy and blindness were not only cured,
but the social stigma of them was taken away
as people were restored into community.
What we would call mental illness today was not only healed,
but people were restored into community.
Social outcasts became part of Jesus’ circle of friends
and were restored into community.
Because we are physical and relational beings,
we need to experience forgiveness in physical, relational ways.
If forgiveness and new life is to become more than
just a set of beliefs we recite on Sunday mornings,
we need to experience it lived out in
in very real and concrete ways.
I could have given you theory this morning.
Instead, I want to tell a series of stories about how
the Church, the Body of Christ,
became a forgiving, healing community.
A woman in her forties is left by her husband.
She has three children—the oldest two sons are in college.
and he files for divorce.
After everything has been settled, the church has a service of healing for the family.
They invite family and friends,

and the college-age sons come home for the event.
The family of faith mourns together,
they look to God for strength to go on
and for healing of the wounds they all suffer.
A young man and woman are engaged to be married.
But during per-marital counseling it is found that a big issue in their relationship
is her addiction to cigarettes.
He is concerned about her long-term health.
She is concerned about how it might affect their future children.
But she has tried to stop and has been unable.
So a couple from church invites her into their home
to love and support her while she struggles to overcome her addiction.
Today they are married with children and active members of the church.
A young married man with two children is falsely accused of stealing on the job.
The church offers financial support until the company can have a trial.
At that time he is cleared and given back-pay
for the entre time he was laid off of work.
A Mennonite man kills his wife in a shooting.
He maintains it was accidental, but the court ruled otherwise.
While he is in prison he is visited by Mennonites from another church.
They accept him into their church when he is released
and some years later marries one of their members.
He continues as a faithful member and husband for over 30 years.
A disabled girl begins attending a children’s club at a local Mennonite Church.
As a teenager she is baptized and becomes a member of the church.
When she is repeatedly hospitalized for depression
church members visit and support her.
When her mother is near death, arrangements are made
for the church to become her legal guardian.
A church decides to sponsor a refugee family from El Salvador
while they await papers to immigrate to Canada.
A family with three small children opens their home.
Other families support them by giving them one evening a week off
and providing meals at other times.
Today they have found a permanent home in Canada.
A young girl shares that she is unmarried and pregnant.
The church surrounds her with love, prayer, and maternity clothes.
They continue to support her as she gives up her baby for adoption.

Today she is married with several children
and is an active member of the congregation.
A tornado rips through a family farm.
Church members gather to clean up the debris.
New sheds are built and the farmstead is restored.
A couple is deciding whether or not to adopt a second child.
Their small group gathers to help them to
come to clearness about whether or not this is God’s call for them.
They decide that it is not.
The church discerns the gifts of a young couple for ministry,
and supports them during a time of training
so he can come back to pastor the congregation.
A woman who has grown up in an orphanage becomes a church member.
At some point in her life she makes contact with her birth family.
However, they never really accept her.
When the birth-mother dies, it is not prudent
for the orphaned woman to attend her mother’s funeral.
The church family plans a memorial service for the mother
even though they have never met her.
The purpose is to grieve with their friend as she says a final good-bye
to the mother she yearned to have
and could only know from a distance.
I will pause for you to think of stories that come to your mind.
We will not share them now, but you might share them on the way home. . . .
These are stories of churches that became communities of healing and hope.
Hurting people were surrounded with love and support.
Disenfranchised people were welcomed and loved and accepted.
People were rescued from the grip of destructive lifestyles.
Others were given a chance to start over.
The church became a sounding board for important life decisions.
In all these cases, the congregation became a holding vessel for hope
that gave time and space for individuals to heal and find new direction.
Salvation for the people in these stories was not an empty word.
It became a living reality for them.
You could probably tell stories where the church failed to
be a forgiving, healing community.

You can probably tell even more stories about
how people cut themselves off from the forgiveness that could have been offered,
because they were fearful of judgment and retaliation.
Our challenge is to open ourselves up to one another—
both as persons in need of forgiveness
and as persons who can offer forgiveness and hope.
As you probably have figured out from the stories,
it was often a small group of people who became the face of the congregation.
Sometimes it was a small group to which a person already belonged.
Sometimes it was a small group or committee in the congregation
charged with such a mission.
Sometimes it was a group that formed for the sole purpose
of supporting a person with a special need.
To become the living, acting Body of Christ,
is the mission of Faith Church.
Not just by giving our time and money,
our hands and our skills,
but by offering our COMMUNITY
as a vessel for healing and hope.
May we at Faith Church become
a community of grace, joy and peace
to that God’s hope can flow through us
to offer forgiveness and healing to one another.
Next week Weldon will help us think about
how we allow this healing community
to spill out into the world around us.

Let us pray:

