
LENT 2: TRUSTWORTHY                                 Feb. 24, 2013 
Luke 13: 31-35, Gen. 15:1-18, Psalm 27 
 
Talk about trouble! 
Abram had trouble. 
In Genesis we read that there is war in the land where he lives. 
And during this war Abram’s nephew, Lot,  
         and his family are captured. 
So Abram does what any loyal family member does, 
      he follows the bandits  
      and rescues his nephew, his wife, kids and all their stuff. 
 
However, even though Abram has shown his strength  
       in this rescue operation, 
          he evidently is not feeling very secure. 
He is living in a land of enemies, 
   surrounded by foreign kings who make alliances at every turn, 
       and he does not feel safe 
          even though he was powerful enough to retrieve his nephew. 
This could almost have been written as a metaphor  
        for the anxiety experienced in our country since 9/11, 
            about our own fears for the future.      
 
In the midst of this anxious time, God comes to Abram and says, 
   “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; 
In other words, “I will protect you.” 
 
But Abram is not easily comforted. 
Sure, the present may seem secure, 
          but what about the future?   
He has no children, no one to take care of his in his old age, 
             no one to take over the family business,  
             no one to make sure someone else 
                  doesn’t come along and carry them all away. 
The only people he can count on are his slaves 
        and can he really count on slaves  
                to remain loyal when he is old and gone? 
We can understand Abram’s fear and anxiety. 
Think about the fearful unknowns of your own future. 
Think about how anxious our nation has become. 
          
We come to church and hear stories   
        about how God has been with God’s people in the past. 
We come to church and hear the words, “Don’t be afraid.” 



But what good are words and stories? 
Does it change the fact that bills continue to pile up? 
Does it change the fact that school is hard 
                          or the job tedious? 
Does it change the fact that my son or daughter 
             has made painful choices that continue to follow them? 
Does it change the fact that my health continues to decline? 
Does it change the fact that families are torn apart, 
             children are neglected, and the homeless walk the streets? 
Does it change the fact that earthquakes destroy homes, 
             bombs blow up buildings, and gun invade our schools? 
 
What good does it do that God says FEAR NOT, 
                  I WILL BE YOUR SHIELD? 
Is it just words? 
Yes, we understand why Abram said, “BUT, GOD. . . . ! 
         What about this other small matter. . . .? 
         How can you expect me to not fear when. . . . ?” 
 
God’s answer is,  
    “Yes, Abram, I know about your problem. 
       I plan to give you a son.  In fact, your descendents  
          will be as many as the stars in the sky. 
And more than that, 
      I am going to give them place to live.”   
 
And again Abram says, “BUT GOD. . .how? 
         This is impossible!  I’m one small tribe among so many.” 
 
Then Abram goes through a very strange ritual.   
He prepares to sacrifice a heifer, a goat, and a ram  
              by cutting them each in half.     
And Abram walks between the two halves as a sign, a covenant,  
       that he expects to also be cut in two if he doesn’t believe God. 
But when he has everything ready, 
       the vultures come and threaten to eat up the carcasses. 
 However, Abram drives them away. 
 
And isn’t this just like us? 
Wanting to believe, making hesitant steps toward God, 
   and yet the minute we step out in faith       
     some messenger comes flying in 
                 threatening to devour the little we trust have. 
 



We can understand that when Abram goes to sleep that night, 
             he has a terrifying dream. 
The night terrors descend upon him with all their horror 
    and he stands in the presence of God with all his doubts and fears. 
I’m sure each of you have been in that place. 
Yet, out of the darkness, 
      Abram hears God promise a second time: 
         “Your descendents will indeed 
                   live in this land, but it will not be easy. 
            Before the promises will be fulfilled,  
                they will be slaves in Egypt 
                       until they finally return after four generations. 
                 Then they will be my people and return to this land.” 
And to mark this covenant,  
      God walks through the carcasses like a flaming torch 
          as a promise that God, too,  
               will keep the divine part of the covenant with Abram. 
 
God promised Abram what we all want. 
A future with love and a safe place— 
    peopled with those who belong to us 
               living in a place that belongs to us. 
And God promises that same thing to us-- 
             a future filled with love and a place.     
. . . . . . . 
     Do I hear a BUT . . . .? 
         But, you may say, love and a home are only a dream . . . . 
               this piece of my life isn’t coming together. . . . 
                     this part of my life isn’t secure at all. . .  
Even if things are all right at the moment, 
                      there is no guarantee about the future.   
What about Jesus?  His life sure wasn’t safe and secure. 
What are you trying to tell us?   
Certainly a gospel of prosperity is not one we can trust!   
                                
Henri Nouwen says it like this, 
    “Hardly a day passes in our lives  
         without our experience of inner or outer fears, 
               anxieties, apprehensions and preoccupations. 
These dark powers have pervaded every part of our world  
       to such a degree that we can never fully escape them. 
Still it is possible not to belong to these powers, 
      not to build our dwelling place among them, 
             but to choose the house of love as our home.” 



 
STILL IT IS POSSIBLE. 
 
Possible to not dwell with our fears 
        but to choose to live in the house of love. 
In other words, it is possible to drive away the vultures. 
 
HOW? 
God invited Abram into that house of love— 
      a house of love built to shelter him from his deepest fears. 
Jesus invites us into that same house, too. 
Not a house where everything goes as planned. 
Not a house where the future is all tied up. 
Not a house without problems and challenges and obstacles. 
But a house of love DESPITE the problems.   
 
Let’s think back to our scripture this morning. 
We heard how Jesus was  
     going about teaching and healing when some Pharisees  
          came to warn him that King Herod wanted to kill him. 
Talk about fear! 
But Jesus replies, 
     “Just go tell that old fox that I’m going to keep doing 
               exactly what I’m doing.  And when I’m finished I fill die. 
       But I am going to Jerusalem no matter how dangerous it is, 
                 because Jerusalem is God’s city 
                    and I will not die away from that city.” 
 
Instead of fear, we find Jesus calm and centered. 
He is allowing nothing to get him off the path of his life.   
He is simply going to go on about doing God’s will 
          no matter what it looks like on the surface. 
He is choosing to not be captive to fear, 
          but to continue steadfast in the love of God— 
                 the love that leaves no room for fear 
                       but drives it away. 
 
And as Jesus stands calm and firm on the path of his life,  
        he reaches out his arms and says, 
“Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
      you have been so full of fear that you have killed the prophets 
             and stoned those God has sent to you. 
But that’s not how you have to live. 
You do not need to live in a city or a house of fear. 



 
My deepest desire is to gather you under my wing 
            as a hen gathers her chicks! 
There you will be enfolded in love so strong 
           that no fear can reach you to snatch away  
                  my deepest dreams for you.” 
 
I don’t know what fears you bring with you this morning. 
What terrors come to you in the middle of the night? 
What vultures threaten to snatch away 
          the covenant you have with God, 
          a covenant that God loves you and has dreams for you?   
 
No, I don’t know what those fears are. 
But I do know that God wants to provide a shelter from those fears. 
God desires to come to us in those dark times 
         and hide us under safe wings until the morning comes. 
God would not have us let the foxes, the vultures, in our lives 
         snatch away our future or have us live in fear. 
  
But God would have us keep a steady course, 
       going about doing good, following God’s plan for our lives, 
         because we choose to live and die 
             in the house, the city, the tent of God’s love and grace. 
 
Even if the worst happens 
    and the path seems to be veer off in a different direction, 
        we can believe that the path of our life is a trustworthy one. 
God does not abandon us  
         even in the most extreme circumstances.   
 
Even when we are in situations that seem to threaten our future,  
      we can continue to live and act 
                    in the sure knowledge that we belong to God. 
We can face even difficult times with courage and trust  
 
As Jesus says, 
“In the world you will have trouble, but be brave: 
   I have conquered the world.” 
He conquered the night terrors that threatened him—and us. 
He showed us it is possible to not BELONG  
      to the dark powers of fear.     
SO HELP US GOD! 
 



 
 
 
         
         
 
 


