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The Easter story is familiar to all of us. 
But it is a story so rich in meaning  
    that we can never understand it completely. 
The most common understanding is that Jesus conquered physical death. 
We affirm this at every funeral we attend. 
Jesus conquered death ahead of us and paved the way 
     for each of us to be raised into eternal life. 
 
Since we affirm this first and perhaps primary meaning so often, 
   I’m suggesting that we look at this story a little differently this morning. 
How does this story speak to us of the resurrection of our inner lives— 
           NOW?   
What are the tombs in your life? 
What in your life has ended? 
Perhaps it has been some failure in relationship,  
       in business, or in profession. 
Perhaps it has been the death of a loved one or a dream.   
 
Whatever in your life has ended is now locked in a rock solid tomb of 
       loneliness, grief and perhaps even despair.   
This Easter Sunday morning you may find your heart heavy 
       and your mind filled with many questions. 
Like the Palm Sunday crowd of last Sunday, 
         you had expectations that ended in disappointment.   
How does the resurrection connect to you? 
How does the Jesus story promise YOU new life? 
 
The story opens with three women walking toward the tomb. 
They haven’t a clue how they will get inside. 
The rock at the entrance forms an immovable barrier. 
But they still keep walking. 
And as they go they ask themselves,  
   “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 
 
Unlike the twelve disciples who are hiding in fear, 
       these women walk toward their pain. 
They want to look around inside of it. 
They want to pay their respects to what has died. 
They want to anoint the remnants of what was. 
They want to preserve and keep the memories 
       of what used to be or might have been.   



But when they get to the tomb, the huge rock has been removed! 
 
I think our first concern when we face our failures, our disappointments, 
       the death of a dream or a loved one, is this: 
HOW CAN I GET PAST THE ROCK? 
 
The rock that lies heavy in the pit of your stomach. 
The hardness of grief or anger or even bitterness 
      that blocks your emotions and fossilizes your soul. 
The dead-end path  
       that blocks the way into any kind of a meaningful future.  
HOW CAN I GET PAST THE ROCK? 
 
I believe that we find the answer in this story. 
The rock WILL be moved away. 
We simply have to start moving toward the tomb 
       of our failures, disappointments, broken hearts and dreams. 
We walk toward it with the intent 
        of getting inside and looking around. 
We want to get past the rock 
       to understand what lies inside and beyond. 
Our desire is to not let the rock be a permanent barrier to the future.   
 
But when we start on our journey, 
     we have no idea how the rock will be moved. 
We only know that it’s too heavy to move on our own power. 
 
I think it helps to walk with a few trusted friends. 
We walk together with no answers except our willingness 
     to bring the best that we have 
           to anoint the deadness that lies in the tomb.   
It is that willingness to come, 
     to come without knowing any answer, 
     to come without knowing how the rock will be removed,       
                that God meets us.   
The ROCK IS ROLLED AWAY. 
The OBSTACLE IS REMOVED. 
The TOMB IS OPEN to be explored and understood. 
The way is open to anoint that which is dead in our lives 
       with the best ointments we can bring.   
 
If the first concern of the women was HOW WILL I REMOVE THE ROCK?, 
     their second concern was this: 
         WHAT WILL I FIND WHEN I LOOK INSIDE? 
It’s scary to look around into the dead places in our lives. 



But what the women say was not Jesus’ dead body. 
What they saw was a divine messenger. 
And they were scared! 
 
I believe that when we are brave enough 
    to move toward our failures, disappointments, grief and despair, 
    we will be surprised at what we find. 
Once the heavy rock is rolled aside 
   and we can see the situation clearly, 
     we find that it is not death which greets us, 
        but something which we often don’t understand. 
And it’s very frightening.    
 
When the divine messenger greets us, 
   nothing fits into the proper categories. 
Our old ways of thinking no longer help us. 
We had come to preserve the old, to pay our respects to what was, 
   to hold on to the past, or at least to make peace with the past.   
But we are thrown into a world much bigger than we had understood. 
 
However, the divine messenger is kind. 
And like always, the message is, “Don’t be afraid.” 
This is not the end.  This is the beginning of something new. 
 
So the second concern of, WHAT WILL I FIND INSIDE THE TOMB?, 
    is answered with, 
  YOU WILL FIND A MESSENDGER FROM GOD 
       who will surprise you, comfort you, 
           and help you make sense out of what has happened.     
 
Now the story raises a third concern for the women and for us: 
    WHAT WILL WE DO WHEN WE LEAVE THE TOMB? 
The women had come to the tomb to anoint Jesus. 
    But I think they were expecting to quietly return home. 
Life would not be the same as it was before they knew Jesus, 
     but now they would quietly return home to the humdrum existence  
       of life before they had met him 
But the divine messenger has other plans. 
They were to go and tell others. 
Jesus had gone ahead of them into Galilee and they were to follow. 
It was there that Jesus would meet them.    
 
Now the women were terrified! 
Their journey to the tomb has ended in a call to reach out to others. 
 



Their journey to come to terms with an ending 
    has become a call to move on into a new life! 
 
Jesus had led the way. 
Jesus had conquered death. 
Jesus had gone before them into Galilee and would meet them there. 
It is the call that people who experience tragedy hear again and again. 
      For example, 
      Joni Erikson Tada who found purpose in life by encouraging others 
               after a diving accident left her paralyzed. 
      The couple who began educating youth on the dangers of alcohol 
               after their daughter died from a night of excessive drinking. 
      The woman who started a cancer support group 
               after experiencing the illness.   
At each point of this spiritual journey we are confronted with a choice.  
First, we can decide to move into our pain,  
  even though we don’t know how we will get past it, 
        or we can let the rock be a permanent impediment from moving on. 
 
Second, we can decide to look at and anoint our brokenness 
      or we can decide to hide from it and never meet the divine messenger. 
 
Third, we can continue in isolation and pain 
      or respond to the call to reconnect with others  
           in following the Risen Christ.   
Mark’s gospel accentuates this last choice. 
It says the women flee in fear. 
Some of the oldest manuscripts leave us hanging there. 
Like all unfinished stories, it challenges us to finish the story. 
 
But there is good news!  We are not alone in our questions and concerns. 
God removes the obstacles as we together move toward them. 
The rock is rolled away before we even get there.  
 
God meets us at our deepest point of grief and despair. 
Were we expect to touch death, we find a divine messenger awaits us 
       with the message, “Don’t be afraid.” 
And when we expect to return to a hopeless future, 
   God calls us to mission, to community,  
        and to relationship with the Risen Christ. 
 
This is what it means to live in the resurrection!    
Jesus is Risen!  He is Risen indeed!  Hallelujah!   
 
  


