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Do you ever feel discouraged about the state of the world? 
Each day the news seems to sound a new alarm.  
We are warned about threats of terrorism. 
War and tensions escalate in the Middle East.   
Domestic violence ends in homicide.   
Suicide and addiction are common responses to inner suffering.   
Government cuts support for our most vulnerable citizens. 
The price of health care goes up 
       at the same time we live longer and need more. 
The church abuses those in its care. 
What’s going to happen to us?   
To our children and grandchildren? 
 
This week I read about one man who said, 
  “You have to look out for yourself these days. 
     I’m going to look out for myself. 
     That’s why I carry a weapon.    
     I’m not going to just sit by and do nothing. 
     It’s a fact that the government doesn’t care anymore. 
     Nobody cares, nobody is in charge. 
     Things are out of control.” 
 
While few of us would go to this extreme, 
    we understand some of the anxiety 
          which would cause such a response. 
 
William Willimon talks about such a time in his life. 
As a college student in the 1970s 
           he felt that the world was becoming unglued. 
The Black Planter trial had brought 
        things on his New Haven campus to a fever pitch. 
The National Guard was called in to quell possible riots. 
Classes ended. 
People were being brutalized in the streets. 
It was during this time 
    that Willimon attended a choral mass  
           at a nearby Catholic church. 
However, he found little comfort. 
The clouds of incense and old language 
       didn’t fit with the tear gas and  
              the violent talk in the streets. 
He wondered, 
     “Is this just escapism? 
       Is the church just a dying institution?” 
 



Then in the middle of the service  
           the boys’ choir got up to sing. 
In their high clear voices they sang,  
       DEUS ASCENDIT.  “God has gone up.” 
“Yes,” he thought.  “God has gone up. 
 And isn’t that typical? 
 Gone up, away from the angry shouts of the mob 
   and the gunfire of the cops and the revolutionaries. 
 We have been abandoned at last, 
       left to our own devices. 
 Now, alone, with the city on fire 
     and troops stationed at every corner, 
        there is nothing left for us except to get a gun 
     and lock our doors and hope to get them before they get us. 
 God has gone up, left us to fend for ourselves 
     in this dark twilight of the secular city.” 
 
But as the choir boys shouted,  
      “GOD HAS GONE UP”,  Willimon says it suddenly hit him. 
What God had begun in heaven 
          God wanted to finish on earth. 
Christ is gone, not to forsake us, 
     but to continue to heal and restore us. 
He has gone to take charge, to rule,  
      to put all things under his feet.   
 
Willimon goes on to wonder  
      if we moderns pass over the ascension 
         because we no longer ask cosmic, universal questions. 
We have become so self-centered 
       that we don’t worry too much about the big picture. 
We worry about me and mine. 
We concern ourselves with things in Central Kansas, 
       not things in Afghanistan or Palestine or Syria. 
 
In fact the Jesus we make in our own image 
      takes on our values, our needs, our limits, our world view. 
As one writer says, 
     “Christianity has been all flattened out now, 
          whittled to our scale,  
              a worldview as uneventful as an Iowa landscape.” 
     God no longer goes up or anywhere else. 
 
But if we are to look more closely, 
       we understand that the Ascension  
             is not just for our corner of Kansas  
                  on this spring day in May. 
The Ascension is for the last days, the darkest days. 
 



Willimon goes on to affirm that  
“the one who came and stood beside us, 
   who suffered because of us and for us, 
     who felt the heel of Caesar, 
        the fickleness of the mob, 
         and the cowardice of disciples, 
    THIS ONE HAS GONE UP. 
He is God, not just for the church, 
      not just for me and mine, 
        but for the whole world. 
Nothing is beyond his lordship. 
This is not escapism. 
But it calls us to stop gazing up into heaven 
    and start looking on earth for evidence of his rule 
      because no matter who is in the White House 
       or what the newspapers say, 
          Christ has gone up to hold the whole cosmos 
                 in his wide embrace.” 
 
In our scripture passage this morning 
     we read that the disciples are asking Jesus, 
 “Is this now at last the time 
      when you will fulfill our messianic expectations  
          and set up Israel, and run out the Romans?  
 
Is this the time when you will at last act like a real Messiah? 
Is now the time?” 
 
Jesus response is, “BE PATIENT.   
   This is all in God’s hands and God’s timing. 
      But know that the Holy Spirit will come  
            to give you power so that you can be 
                 my witnesses to the whole world.” 
Then the scripture says he is lifted up 
          and a cloud takes him out of their sight. 
 
This going up is a profound answer to the disciples’ questions. 
Jesus leaves to assume his rule in heaven  
     and bestows power upon his followers. 
 
Jesus has gone up to rule over the world. 
His disciples now move into the world 
      doing his work in his absence.   
However, the Spirit of Jesus is present in a different way,    
      empowering the disciples to continue  
            his work on earth. 
 
What difference does it make to us that Jesus has gone up? 
What difference does it make 



    that Jesus, who was in the form of God, 
        emptied himself and became like us 
               so he could serve us? 
What difference does it make  
     that God has exalted THIS Jesus, 
       has given him a name above all names 
        so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
          in heaven and on earth and under the earth? 
 
I think it helps us answer the question, “Who’s in charge?” 
God is. 
But beyond that, this is the God who came to live among us, 
         who understands our dilemmas, 
          who cares about our brokenness, 
          who desires our wholeness and our healing. 
And not just OUR wholeness and healing, 
          but the healing of all creation.    
 
Yes, this Jesus, who has gone up, 
         has gone up be KING of the world. 
Jesus has gone up to reign at God’s right hand. 
It is our job to be citizens of that kingdom 
        and carry out the healing work 
                that he has given us to do. 
Even when it looks hopeless, 
          we can hope because we believe 
                even now that Jesus is at work in our world. 
However, now that he has gone up 
      he is reigning over the whole world, 
         seeing the big picture, 
            working toward the coming Kingdom at the cosmic level. 
  
Would you turn with me in our hymnal to #711. 
This is an affirmation of faith 
     in what the ascended Jesus 
         is doing now that he has gone up. 
 

 
God has gone up. 
The Jesus that cared about a lame man, an outcast woman, 
       a sick child, a hopeless youth, 
          this God has gone up to reign over all of creation. 
So who’s in charge? 
The God who notices the individual 
        is caring for the big picture. 
This can give up great hope. 
Let us praise the ascended Jesus 
     by singing hymn #116 “Crown him with many crowns” 
 


